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Abstract 

The mass spectra of a series of N-substituted cantharidinimides were examined. 

The feature of this series compounds is a sequential double hydrogen transfer from 

the oxabicycloheptane unit to either the carbonyl group of the succinimide unit or 

the nitrogen atom of the pyridyl or thiazolyl substituent through space. The ability of 

the N-substituent to accept a hydrogen atom possibly leads to the different 

fragmentation pathway.


