Spontaneous transstion from atrial fibrillation to
typical atrial flutter during catheter ablation of the
pulmonary vein.
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Abstract
A 71-year-old male patient was admitted for catheter ablation of the pulmonary veins to
treat paroxysmal atrial fibrillation. Atrial fibrillation originating from the left superior
pulmonary vein was induced after a pause of atrial pacing under isoproterenol infusion and
became sustained. Spontaneous transition from atrial fibrillation to typical atrial flutter was
noted after complete 1solation of the pulmonary vein focus from the left atrium.
Subsequently linear ablation of the cavotricuspid isthmus was created with completely
bi-directional 1sthmus conduction block. We hypothesized that ectopic pulmonary vein
focus played an important role in the spontaneous conversion of atrial fibrillation to typical
atrial flutter, and complete isolation of the pulmonary vein could stop the spontaneous
transition between the two atrial tachyarrhythmias.



