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Abstract
The purpose of this study is to examine psychological perceptions as well as
expectations of obtaining care and support on the part of women suspected of having
breast cancer during diagnostic periods. Qualitative design was used in the study.
From October to November 2004, a total of 10 female subjects suspected of having
breast cancer were studied during processes of definite diagnosis, using a
semi-structured interviewing guideline. According to by Miles and Huberman (1994)
following the principle of content analysis, the results showed that during the
women's diagnostic periods, psychological perceptions included feelings of denial and
shock, helplessness over low self-control, worry and fear about uncertainty, loss of
role expectations, and joy over renewed hope. The women's hope of getting care and
support included confirmation of diagnosis results as soon as possible and
comprehending their disease and treatment situation. It also included seeking
assurance of medical health care, support of family and close friends, religious
consolation, etc. The findings of this study provide understanding of psychological
effects, hopes of getting care and support on the part of women in diagnostic periods
of breast cancer, and can be a reference for developing guidelines for suitable clinical
care in the future.



