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Comparison of the Care Needs in Hospitalized Elderly

Patients' and Nurses' Perceptions
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the care needs of the hospitalized elderly
and to compare the differences in perceptions of needs between the staff nurses and
elderly patients. The convenience sample consisted of elderly patients who had been
hospitalized and their nurses from two regional hospitals in Taipei. The Care Needs
Scale, which was developed by the researchers, was used to assess the hospitalized
elderly patients’ care needs. Two hundred eighty questionnaires were sent out with a
return rate of 91.4% (N=256). The major findings of this study were as follows: (1).
The mean of the staff nurse’s perceptions of the care needs of hospitalized elderly was
higher than elderly patients’ perceptions. (2). There were significant differences
between staff nurse” s and elderly patients’  perceptions on overall care needs
during hospitalization ~ physical care needs and psychosocial care needs. (3). There
were significant differences between staff nurses and elderly patients perception of
hospitalization care needs on 19 items. (4). The two factors which could predict the
care needs of hospitalized elderly patients were the following: self care ability and
living status.



