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Abstract

Schizophrenia is a chronic disease that places tremendous costs and burden on patients,
families, and communities. The purpose of this study was to compare the cost and
effectiveness of a hospital-based home care model and a traditional community care model
for schizophrenia in Taiwan using six principles of cost-effectiveness analysis. Based on
the health care provider's analytic perspective, four effectiveness indicators and four
service costs were identified and measured, and the ratio of average cost value to
effectiveness score for each patient was calculated. According to that ratio, the
hospital-based home care model was more cost-effective. The results suggest that the
hospital-based outreach home care model 1s a cost-effective way to care for patients and

their family in the community.



