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We have compared the effects of an intravenous infusion of sedation with those
without sedation on Intracranial pressure (ICP) and cerebral perfusion potential
(CPP) following severe head injury. 58 patients were sedated with either a
continuous infusion of propofol (mean rate 232 mg/h, range 150-400 mg/h) or
midazolam (mean rate 2.8 mg/h, range 0-5 mg/h). Both groups were well matched
for sex, age and level of coma (Glasgow coma scale) prior to sedation. Continuous
data collection of ICP , mean arterial blood pressure (MABP), and cerebral perfusion
pressure (CPP) began at 12 hours post injury and continued for a mean period of
120 hours. Propofol have a significant effect on the measured parameters. Propofol
led to a fall in ICP and a surge in CPP from initial days post-injury. However, there
was no effect on EtCO2 or PaCO2. Outcome was not similia in the 2 groups. Propofol
exerts more effect on the lowering patients’ mortality rate after traumatic Brain

injury.



