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Healthcare Needs Assessment for Inmates in Taiwan
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The healthcare system for inmates in Taiwan is not well-established. The accessibility
of healthcare in prisons for inmates is worse than that of normal citizens. Due to
economic decline and increasing unemployed rate, the crime rate increase
dramatically in recent years. Thus, the rate of over-capacity in prisons reaches 8.26%.



This leads the increasing of needs of the healthcare for inmates in the prison. Among
these, the most severe problem needed to be resolve is that the environment of
healthcare and the problems of healthcare system in the prison.

The purposes of the research were:

1.to study the healthcare utilization of inmates in Taiwan.

2.to study the health status of inmates in Taiwan.

3.to study related factors which affect the healthcare utilization of inmates in Taiwan.
4.to study factors associated with inmates’ satisfaction in correctional health care in
Taiwan.

The researchers developed a structural questionnaire for the survey in this study. The
samples size were1155 inmates, including 1080 male and 75 female.

The results were as followed:

1.the most common health problem of inmates is flu (28.5%); the most often is to see
doctors in the prisons (49.7%); most of inmates think their health status was good but
going worse.

2.about the subjects of medical satisfaction, the tendency of the inmates leads to not
satisfaction.

3.heatlhcare utilization of female inmates was higher than male; healthcare utilization
of inmates with medical problems was higher than those without any medical problem;
the longer the inmates stay in prison, the less they use medical services.

4.the worse the health status of inmates, the higher the healthcare utilization; those
satisfy the healthcare system in prison tend to use more health care services.

5.those factors influence the utilization of outpatient services in prisons including
status of disease, economics status, social support, family support, degree of
satisfaction about correctional health care system, and perceived health status.

6.the factors, which influence the utilization of medical services in prisons in Taiwan,
were gender and social supports.
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