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Spontaneous fracture of cuffed dual-lumen central

venous catheters in hemodialysis patients.
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Abstract
Cuffed dual-lumen central venous catheters (DLCVC) have been used increasingly in
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hemodialysis treatment. DLCVC-related complications such as infections and thrombosis
were well discussed in the past. However, reports of spontaneous catheter fracture, one of
the rare complications of DLCVC, have increased as a result of more frequent and longer
use of DLCVC. Three of our hemodialysis patients were found to have spontaneous
catheter fracture during the past two years. We analyzed the possible causes by reviewing
the patients' age, sex, comorbid conditions, duration of catheter use, catheter infection,
thrombosis, use of intracatheter thrombolytic agents, and the use of intracatheter antibiotic
lock. The published studies about this complication were also reviewed.



