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Hepatoprotectlve Effects of Taiwan Folk Medicine Alternanthera
sessilis and Wedelia chinensis on Various Hepatotoxins-induced
Acute Hepatotoxicity
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The hepatoprotective effects of the crude Taiwanese herb "
Horng-tyan-wu " ( Alternanthera sessilis ( L. ) DC. ) and "
Hwang-hua-mih-tsay " (Wedelia chinensis (Osb.) Merr. ) were
investigated in the following experimental animal models.
Acute hepatitis was induced by various hepatotoxins, such as
carbon tetrachloride ( 31.25 pl/kg, i.p.) or aceta- minophen (
600 mg/kg, i.p. ) in mice and D(+)-galactosamine ( 188 mg/kg,i.
p.) in rats. After treatment with A. sessilis or W. chinensis

(300 mg/kg, p.o.) at 2, 6 and 10 hours, a reduction in the

elevation of serum glutamate oxaloacetic transaminase ( SGOT



) and glutamate pyruvic transaminase ( SGPT) levels could be
observed at 24 hours after the above three hepatotoxins were
administered. These serological observations were also
confirmed by histopathological exami- nations. A microscopic
examination of the liver showed a marked improvement in
groups which had received A. sessilis and W. chinensis. In
order to further confirm the hepato- protective effects of A.
sessilis and W. chinensis,all phar- macological and
histopathological effects were compared to those of an
identified hepatoprotective Chinese herb,viz. Bupleurum
chinense DC. (Family Umbelliferae) which has been confirmed to
have obvious hepatoprotective effects. It was confirmed that
A. sessilis and W. chinensis has a definitely hepatoprotective
effects against the liver injuries induced by some hepatotoxins

with different mechanisms.



