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Assisted Reproductive Technology for Married Couples Only?
--A Study of Taiwan’s Social Change in Family, Marriage and
Reproduction
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Based on a bill currently drafted by Health Department of Taiwan, married couples
are the only group of people allowed access to assisted reproduction technology
(ART) in Taiwan. However, only Asian countries limit ART access to married
couples in the world. On the contrary, in most western countries, ART can be accessed
by any two parties proven to have stable relationship. Although culture probably can
explain the different regulation above, whether it can explain Taiwan’s regulation
under legislation remains to be explored.
In this paper, we will first discuss the contemporary relationships among marriage,
family and reproduction in Taiwan, and analyze whether Taiwan’s current culture
would deny singles’ access to ART. Literatures of culture and legal history indicate
that reproduction is a crucial matter to the Chinese. However, as social change, we
argue that the concept that only married couples are appropriate for reproduction is
changing in Taiwan. For decades the core meaning of marriage has evolved into
lifelong promises and supports shared by any couple. And reproduction is no longer
an inherent product of every marriage. It is undisputed that supports from the families
are necessary to a child’s growth. However, as divorce rate in Taiwan soars, marriage
is no longer a guarantee that children would have company from both of their parents
during every stage of their childhood. Under adequate social, economic and mental
conditions, new modes of family, such us those built by homosexual partners or single
parent, can work as well as traditional family does in terms of raising and educating
children.
Therefore, this paper argues that it is out of date to limit singles’ access to in ART in
Taiwan. Instead, legislators should shift their focus to the assessment and disclosure
of possible risks in ART.



