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Screening for Susceptible Genes of Breast Cancer and Genetic

Discrimination : Based on Rawls Theory
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Genetic information may cause risk and uncertainty between people. That is, when a
person has a genetic knowledge about his family hereditary disease or high
susceptible tendency, he may choose not to expose this kind of information to avoid
potential risk. For that reason, genetic discrimination can be defined as an attitude that
people discriminate others just base on his/her own genotype.

Genetic discrimination is a challenging and growing issue to deal with in this post
genetic era. Undoubtedly, the more we understand the relationship between genes and
diseases, the more attention should be paid to effectively prevent disease and avoid
genetic discrimination.

We will use screening for susceptible genes of breast cancer as an example, and will
apply Rawls Justice Theory to analyze the dilemma. In addition, we will also take
advantage of “veil of ignorance” as a premise to accept human nature heredity



character. Besides, we will demonstrate systematically utilize “principle of difference
as a distribution base to eliminate genetic discrimination.

Conclusively we will propose the following policy suggestions for screen for cancer
susceptible genes:

1.1f we can apply genetic information to prevent or treat

disease, we have an obligation to encourage high risk

group to have a genetic test.

2. Public resource should be burdened with the screen

cost.

3. The government authorities should establish a public

platform to educate and share the latest genetic

technology.



