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The Gap between Needs and Accesses to Social Welfare

Resources : Family Caregiver’ s Burden, Demand and

Difficulty to Access Social Resource for Dementia Patients
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Both quantitative and qualitative research methods were employed in this study to
understand family caregiver’s burden, demands and difficulties to access social
resource for dementia patients. 51 caregivers were surveyed by a structured
questionnaire and 9 caregivers were interviewed through in-depth interview.
Among the samples, the most of the caregivers are daughter-in —law.

The syndrome of the most dementia patients from this study are inter-mediate
level .The result of this study shows that the longer period patients got dementia

and the more time caregivers have spent for caring patients, and the worse ADL,



deviant behaviors and emotions of patients, the havier burden the caregivers would
get.

Another finding of this study is that almost all caregivers have never used formal
services, the most caregivers said they wish to have those services, for example,
short-tern care, dementia information and welfare consultation to decrease
caregivers’ caring burden.

The analysis of qualitative data indicate the anxiety, nervousness - pressure ~
complicated affection about loved ones - role conflicts of the caregivers. Because of
the influences of traditional norms about Chinese family, unequal distribution of the
social resources between urban and rural areas, and lack of related information, it is
very inconvenient for caregivers to apply and utilize formal service and resources for
social welfare.
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