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Relationship between Levels of Serum Cytokines and Survival in Cancer
Patients
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Although medical science and technology is progressing constantly, a lot of cancer
patients face the death. A lot of prognosis factor was used for predicting survival time
in cancer patients, such as clinical symptoms, Karnofsky Performance Status, quality
of the life, cancer type and, stage of disease etc. Excessive produce of cytokines can
promote the tumor to grow and may influence survival time (Caruso, et al., 2004).
The purpose of this study is to describe the relationship between levels of serum
cytokines and survival in cancer patients. This study is a perspective design. This
study tools is include demographic form, Karnofsky Performance Status, M. D.
Anderson Symptom Inventory-Taiwan Form, ELISA. 152 subjects with cancer were
recruited by convenience sampling at two regional of teaching hospitals in Taipei.
Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, Kaplan-Merier survival analysis, Cox
regression, Mann-Whitney test statistics, Pearson correlation, and regression statistics.
The results of study showed stage of disease, KPS, and IL-8/CXL8 could be used for
predicting survival time. The result not only showed except clinical symptom,

performance status, cancer type, stage of disease prognosis factor, but also serum



cytokines levels could predicted survival time in cancer patient. Results from this
study can provide decision making of clinical value to patient, family, and health care
provider in assisting with the relative and patient preparing for planning a quality end
of life.



