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Anemonin inhibits the tyrosinase activity and expression
oftyrosinase-related proteins in human epidermal
melanocytes
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About one-sixth of the couples have the problem with infertility
nowadays, and half of the problems come from male. Most of male
infertility results from the impairment of spermatogenesis. We searched
EST Genebank and identified several testis zinc finger protein genes. We
would like to know whether these genes could influence the development
and function of testis. Zinc finger is an extremely common protein domain
of DNA binding proteins, and zinc finger proteins usually regulate other
gene expression via their roles as transcription factors. The sequences of
these zinc finger EST clones was used to design the PCR primers. RT-PCR
analysis indicated that one of the EST clones, AlI376558 might have some
alternative splicing processing. We now focus on this EST clone and name
this gene TZF376. Sequence analysis of several related EST clones showed
that the alternative splicing of TZF376 is complicated. We have found at
least 5 different alternative spliced EST clones, BE551217, with a 20 nt
deletion encodes a truncated protein without zinc finger domain. In situ
hybridization analysis was performed to characterize the expression pattern
of TZF376. The localization in germ cells, Sertoli or Leydig cells of testis
will imply the function of the genes. Intensive PCR screening of the
TZF376 coding region on human chromosome 1 were performed to see if
any deletion occur in cellular DNA of 180 infertile patients.These results

will imply the correlation between TZF376 gene infertility.



