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Relationships among diagnostic disclosure , health locus of control , and
levels of hope in cancer patients
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The purpose of this study was to explore relationships among diagnostic disclosure,
health locus of control, and levels of hope in cancer patients. A cross-sectional
correlational design was used in this study. Eligible subjects were patients who had
been diagnosed with cancer and over 18 years old. Patients were recruited using
convenience sampling from the inpatient wards and outpatient unitsat four teaching
hospital in Taipei. The following research instruments were used to measure the
variables in this study : Background Information Form, Multidimensional Health
Locus of Control Scale (MHLCS), Herth Hope Index (HHI), and patient’s medical
record. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics, t tests, ANOVA test,



Chi-square, and pearson’s correlation. The major findings of this study are as
follows :

One hundred and twenty-four subjects were recruited. (1)There were 79.0% cancer
patients knowing their own diagnosis and the time among 0~3 months occupied the
most. (2) The characteristics of health locus of control tend to powerful others health
locus of control. (3) Cancer patients had medium levels of hope and outpatients
average were significantly higher than those of the in-patients. (4) In the health locus
of control and levels of hope, internal health locus of control was significantly
positively related to the levels of hope. Chance health locus of control was
significantly negatively related to the levels of hope. In the diagnostic disclosure and
levels of hope, knowing their own diagnosis were significantly higher than those of
the unknowing their own diagnosis. In the health locus of control and diagnostic
disclosure, knowing their own diagnosis tend to have higher levels of internal health
locus of control.

The major finding of this study was to help nurses to understand the diagnostic
disclosure in cancer patients and the characters of multidimensional health locus of
control and the levels of hope. The result of this study suggested that it is necessary to
find an appropriate way to tell cancer patients about their disease and to increase

patients’ levels of hope.



