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A Study on Death Constructs of Medical Students
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The purpose of the research was to explore the death constructs of medical students,
based on the concepts and methods of Personal Construct Psychology (PCP).

The construct is a measure of an individual’s salient and important concepts of what
the world is. With issues like death, there are also some special and special constructs
within certain people or groups.

Thirty-six medical students were recruited from a medical university in northern
Taiwan. The research methods adopt structured interviews, and the content analyses
of death constructs devised by R. A. Neimeyer, Fontana, and Gold. The major
findings were:

1.“Choice” is the main death construct of medical students. This means that medical
students who want to have more control over death.



2.There are also some core death constructs like “Temporal Expectation”, “Personal
Involvement”, “Emotional State”, and “Evaluation” which medical students identify
with.

3.A new death construct “Medicine” has been found within the results. Although this
discovery is relevant it should not been as the core death construct.

We provide the death constructs for medical students and wish to clarify their
thoughts about death. . It is hoped that based on the findings of this research, medical
students could have a deep understanding of life and death. It is also hoped that there
will be more of a humanistic approach within the medical educational and care
system.



