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A study on the secular trends for incidence of colorectal cancer by
anatomic sites and their correlation with socioeconomic status of
township in Taiwan
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In Taiwan, colorectal cancer (CRC) has been third leading cause of cancer death from
1995 to 2001. Moreover in 2001, 3457 died from CRC, accounting for 10.48% of all
cancer deaths (Chen et al., 2002). In past three decades, European and American have
studied about CRC anatomic sites. And some studies of them also reported that the
incidence of anatomic sites would be affected by age, gender and race. The wealth of
Taiwan society has enhanced since 1980, but uneven distribution of wealth was more
disparity. Although the phenomena about uneven distribution of wealth are getting
worse, it means the incidence of anatomic sites would also be affected by
socioeconomic factors.
Recently, many studies on incidence trend of colorectal cancer by anatomic sites and
their risk associated with socioeconomic status have been observed in European and



American. There are not similar studies done in Taiwan. For this reason, we not only
want to find the incidence trends of CRC by anatomic sites but also the incidence
trends of CRC by anatomic sites with socioeconomic status.

Our findings indicate that the incidences of any subsites were increased, especially in
rectal cancer. The incidences of any subsites in high socioeconomic status areas were
higher than the lower ones.



