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Study on The Characteristics of Occupational Injuries in Aborigines
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The accident is the fifth of the top ten leading causes of death in Taiwan, but is the
first in aborigines. The occupational injury is the major cause of accident death.
Aborigines in Taiwan have worse education, worker conditions and social economic
status, so they take the occupation in non-professional, no technique, and with higher
capacity for physical labour. A survey in 1999 showed that accident incidence rate in
aborigines with 142.5 per one hundred thousand people was higher than the general in
Taiwan.

This study compare the difference between the aboriginal workers and general
workers in rural or in urban with the characteristics in demography variables, working
conditions, the safety and health knowing in working place, staff healthy, health
behaviors and feelings in working, and discuss the risk factors of occupational injury
in aborigines. The data base in this study was provided from council of Indigenous
Peoples, Executive Yuan, and randomly sampled form the aboriginal workers
registered in Hualien county or city and Taipei county or city. The control of this
study was frequency matched by sex, age and registration sampling from the general
workers. There are 106 aboriginal workers in rural, 54 general workers in rural, 70
aboriginal workers in urban, 53 general workers in urban enrolled in this study. All
subjects were interview by a structured questionnaire. There are 17 people have the
occupational injuries experience in the past one years, including 14 aboriginal
workers in rural. The results revealed that rural, aboriginal workers have the lower
education, job income, the rate of the job with regulational income than urban, general
workers. The difference in social economic status between aboriginal workers and
general workers, or rural and urban may influence the job type. Most of aboriginal
workers in rural occupy the higer dangerous job, so they have higher occupational risk.
The bad work environment may cause the occupational injuries in aboriginal workers.
In this study, people who needed work defence but they didn’t use the protection were
up to 30% in aboriginal workers in the rural.

Besides, the quality of sleeping is high correlation with health awareness and may
effect the occurance in occupational injuries. And the most aboriginal workers in rural
have the habits in smoking, drinking, chewing the betel nut and were higher



occupational injuries. In logistic regression model, after adjusting by age, sex, study
object and common risk factor, smoking, drinking, chewing the betel nut were not
correlation with occupational injuries. It shows if the workers who were males, not to
be satisfied with health examination and bad health awareness, have higer
occupational injuries.

In the study, the aboriginal workers in rural have higher risk in ill feeling of muscle,
bones and skeleton, so it was important to improve the safety in work environment
and the working procedure. Aboriginal workers in rural have higher proportion in
smoking, drinking, chewing the betel nut, so we should enhance the promoting in
health behaviors. In order to reducing the rate of occupational injuries, it was the most
important to strengthen the informations and knowledge about health and safety in
work and to promote the safety in wok environment. And the related laws in health
and safety work environment should be controlled.
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