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m Morality

» Concerned with relations between people and
how they can best live in peace and harmony

» Made up of a lot of values and duties based on

beliefs that people take for granted most of the
time

« Ruth Purtilo. Ethical dimensions in the health professions 3™ ed,
saunders, 1999
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I Ethics

= The discipline that provides a language, some
 methods, and guidelines for studying the
components of personal, societal, and group
morality to create a better path for yourself and
| others

qe Systemic reflection of morality

‘ « Ruth Purtilo. Ethical dimensions in the health professions 3 ed, saunders, 1999
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s ETHICAL RELATIVISM - No principles are
universally valid. All moral principles are valid
relative to cultural tastes. The rules of the
society serve as a standard.

DIVINE COMMAND THEORY - Moral
standards depend on God who is all-knowing.
Any act that conforms to the law of God is

il right; an act that breaks God's law is wrong.

R N

= UTILITARIANISM -/
wrong solely by the
actions are those tf
balance of happine
person's happines:

* DE @?OGY - Emphasis is on moral rules and
duty. If not willing for everyone to follow the rule,
then it is not morally permissible. Emphasis on
autonomy, justice and kind acts. People treated
as ends, never means.

A ¥Q
» VIRTUE ETHICS - Morals are internal. It seeks
to produce good people who act well out of
‘ spontaneous goodness. It emphasizes living
well and achieving excellence.

General
category

Definition

Duty oriented | The rightness or wrongness of an act is
determined by principles or rules.

Consequence | The rightness or wrongness of an act is

oriented determined by considering the
potential of the act.
|| Virtue The rightness or wrongness of an act is
oriented

determined by an examination of
correct practices.

I Reasoning

Virtue-oriented

Duty-oriented

[eemepen |

Describe
problem

List solutions

Compare
solutions
with

traditions

Raymand 5. Edge, John L. Krieger, Legal and Ethical perspectives in
Health Care, Delmar, 1998
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ETHICAL RELATIVISM - No principles are
universally valid. All moral principles are valid
relative to cultural tastes. The rules of the
society serve as a standard.

DIVINE COMMAND THEORY - Moral

standards depend on God who is all-knowing.

Any act that conforms to the law of God is
right; an act that breaks God's law is wrong.

= ]
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= UTILITARIANISM - Actions are judged right or
wrong solely by their consequences. Right
actions are those that produce the greatest
balance of happiness over unhappiness. Each
person's happiness is equally important.

* DE @gOGY - Emphasis is on moral rules and
duty. If not willing for everyone to follow the rule,
then it is not morally permissible. Emphasis on
autonomy, justice and kind acts. People treated
as ends, never means.

——————— = n

4 Ziq{
VIRTUE ETHICS - Morals are internal. It seeks
to produce good people who act well out of
spontaneous goodness. It emphasizes living
well and achieving excellence.

‘ General Definition
M category

Duty oriented | The rightness or wrongness of an act is
determined by principles or rules.

Consequence | The rightness or wrongness of an act is

oriented determined by considering the
| potential of the act.
| | Virtue The rightness or wrongness of an act is
i oriented determined by an examination of

correct practices.

I

Reasoning
Duty-oriented Virtue-oriented
Describe problem D b
escribe
problem
Compare 2]
solutions List solutions
with
principles
&:—— ¥ Compare
Several Complaint/c solutions
Coioial ; '
e | | ot | | with
1 1 traditions

=5 | E
among principles
choices o Correct answer

Raymond 5. Edge, John L. Krieger, Legal and Ethical perspectives in
Health Care, Delmar, 1998
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Principle of double effect

* If the primary goal of the action is to produce
the desired effect, then the coincident
occurrence of the undesired effect can be
ethically permissible.
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So when we ask, “What is

medicine?” I would begin
with “Medicine is ethical,”
The rest then follows.

Alfred |. Tauber, Confessions of a Medicine
Man, MIT, 1999, p117.

:

DO NO HARM

Thank you




