Unusual scapular metastasis as initial
manifestation of advanced
nonseminomatous germ cell tumor of the
mediastinum
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Abstract
Primary malignant germ cell tumors of the mediastinum are relatively rare, occurring
predominantly in young male adults, and have a poor prognosis. We present a case of
a 27-year-old man who initially experienced a persistent, intractable painful sensation
over the right lower scapula despite taking an analgesic agent for 2 months. A
scapular x-ray film and a whole-body bone scan showed an expansile osteolytic lesion.
Excisional biopsy of the scapula revealed a metastatic carcinoma, suggestive of
nonseminomatous germ cell tumor origin. Further examination of the whole abdomen
and bilateral testes were negative. Chest computed tomography and magnetic
resonance imaging showed a primary tumor mass in the anterior mediastinum.
Chemotherapy with cisplatin, bleomycin, and etoposide was administered for six
courses. The mediastinal tumor mass was markedly reduced in size and remission
without evidence of tracer uptake by [(18)F]fluorodeoxyglucose positron emission
tomography examination. Six months after chemotherapy, the patient received
advanced surgical intervention to remove the mediastinal tumor, the pathologic
features of which were similar to the previous scapular lesion. He was doing well at
1-year follow-up.



