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摘要 

Abstract 
Objective: Severe natural disasters can cause long-term psychological impact on the 

survivors. This study aimed to examine the prevalence and risk factors of posttraumatic 

stress symptoms and psychiatric morbidity among survivors of the severe earthquake that 

occurred in Chi- Chi, Taiwan, in September 21, 1999. Methods: A total of 6412 earthquake 

survivors whose houses were destroyed by earthquake were recruited about 2 years after 

the disaster. They completed a self-report questionnaire assessing posttraumatic stress 

symptoms, psychiatric morbidity, and information of demographics, trauma exposure, and 

current living status. Results: The estimated rates of posttraumatic stress disorder caseness 

and psychiatric morbidity were 20.9% and 39.8%, respectively. Psychiatric morbidity 

occurred mainly in survivors who were female, older, with low education level, and 

currently living in a prefabricated house. The risk factors for posttraumatic stress disorder 

caseness were female sex, currently living in a prefabricated house, low education level, 

and experienced complete destruction of property. Conclusion: These results showed that 

severe earthquake can cause long-term psychological impact in the survivors. The findings 

of risk factors suggest avenues for targeting postdisaster interventions. 

 

 


