NSC91-2320-B-038-033-
91 08 01 92 07 31

9 2 10 21



993 12 20

(6 507 2.77 154 P 0.002)



Media's impact on adolescents developmental trgjectories has been a public
concern; however, how and what makes the mechanism essentially operate have not
extensively explained. This cross-sectional study examined the hypothesis that
“Message Interpretation Process’ (MIP), parental involvement, and peer norm were
potential factors that influenced the association between youth’s violence and their
exposure of violent contents on TV. Data were from 993 adolescents aged 12-20 in
Taipei, Taiwan. Stepwise linear regression was used to test the study hypothesis,
and showed moderate to strong associations between youth’s violent behaviors and
the exposure of the sexual contents, soap opera, sport on TV ( =5.07, 2.77, and
1.54, respectively, all p-value<0.002). Youth who considered violence was
associated with social stigmawas significantly lesslikely to behave violently,
compared to those who recognized as ‘ no affect,” after controlling for youth’'s
socio-demographic effects. Parental monitoring exhibited protective effects on
adolescents' violence. This study extends previous understanding on how media
operates to affect the development of youth’s problematic behaviors. Effective
intervention and prevention programs may further be more efficiently designed and
administered by fitting in the crucial roles of MIP, parental monitoring and peer
norm cognition.

Key words. media use, adolescent violence, message interpretation process, parental
monitoring, and peer norm.
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