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Contemporary Ethical Dilemma Related to Organ Transplantation from the Perspectives of Health Professionals
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Purpose. The purposes of this study were (a) to explore the most challenging organ transplant (OT) health issues in contemporary Taiwan and the near five
years perceived by OT health professionals including surgeons, coordinating nurses, nurses, and social workers who took care of the transplant recipients;
and (b) to explore the suggested protocols for these challenges. Method. OT health professionals including transplant surgeons, coordinating nurses, nurses,
and social workers that took care of the transplant recipients in Taiwan were invited to completed semi-structured interviews. Qualitative data were analyzed
by content analysis. Results. Thirty OT health professionals including surgeons (n = 10), coordinating nurses (n = 6), nurses (n = 10), and social workers (n =
4) participated in this project. The most challenging OT health issues today and in the near five years in Taiwan were identified as (a) difficulties in recruiting
organs from the aspects of societal acceptance, resuming expectant social roles, legal protection, in particular; (b) conflicts on decision on organ donation for
other families and relatives among native and marriage families; (c) effective long-term care programs for the recipients who are frequent travelers from the
aspects of medical professionalism, self-expectations, and social support such as affordable financial burden, and balanced social roles expectations; (d)
helping potential donors, recipients, and their families searching for meaning of life through OT; (e) more complex legal issues for both health professionals
and their clients including donors and recipients; (f) more demanding financial needs for long-term care with quality of life for the recipients; and (g) health
professionals 7 ? competency in managing genetic medicine issues including applying concept to empirical practice and lacking of consensus on ethical
jeopardize. The directions and strategies for these challenges were suggested focusing on directions. Firstly, empowering health professionals ? 7
competency in managing more complex and sophisticated OT health issues from the aspects of (a) professional knowledge and skills in each medical
societies related to OT medicine and genomic science; (b) medical sociology including Taiwanese cultural background value and belief systems related to the
concepts of health, life and death, interpersonal relationship, family structure and power; (c) social support including interpersonal, community, national
well-being policy, and financial support; (d) ethnic medicine; and (e) medical legal consultations. Secondly, fostering interdisciplinary collaborative
effectiveness between OT health team members, non-OT health professionals, sociologist, financial experts, social well-being experts, media, and public.
The team members should include professional experts from various societies, governmental officials, volunteer groups, donor ? ¢ s families, recipients and
their families and so on. Finally, continuously promoting advocating merits of OT and following-up the effectiveness of identification card with OT
willingness. Conclusions. With about 23 milion population, most Taiwanese are hard workers and treasure their lives in pursuing self-actualization, better
quality of life and learning to play the role of global citizen in the 21st century. Rooted in this culture, the challenges of providing quality of OT care faced by
Taiwanese OT health professionals are much more complex with broader scope and more in-depth domains and facets than ever. These challenges are
identified to cover contemporary professionalism from various medical societies and genomic science. In addition, ethnics, human social science and

integrative collaborative systems linking medical, human resources experts from governmental and ...



