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Retrospect of Decade and Future Trends in Nursing Research in Taiwan
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A discipline cannot be well developed without professional research. Nursing research was initiated in Taiwan more than half century
ago. Yet there is still no article revealing a comprehensive account of Taiwanese nursing research as well as its directions and trends in
future. The purposes of this study are to review the nursing research literatures over the last decade, and to investigate the implications
of nursing authorities about the future trends in nursing research. All literatures reported by Taiwanese nurses as principle authors
were reviewed from 84 academic journals worldwide and doctoral dissertations or master's theses in nursing from every domestic
university. A total of 2,003 literatures were found that met basic criteria for inclusion. Several conclusions were drawn from this

study. First, the quantity of nursing research in the literature during 1996-2000 has more than double from the number of articles



published during 1991-1995; and there has been a substantial increase in the number of principal authors with advanced degrees
during the last five years. Second, an increase in the number of studies used correlational, experimental, and phenomenological
designs as well as the data analysis procedures used became more complex over time. Third, for the future trends in Taiwanese
nursing research, nursing authorities suggest a vertical emphasis on nursing practice and horizontal emphases on the areas of elderly,
oncology, hospice care, administration, and long-term care. Finally, experimental and longitudinal designs are recommended for the
future directions of research methodology.



