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The Discrepancies between Patients' and Nurses' Ratings of Pain and Its Related Factors
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Pain management is closely linked to accurate pain assessment and decision making. Nurses play a key role in clinical assessment and making decisions

regarding pain management. The effectiveness of pain management may be also related to the agreement of the nurses' pain assessment and patients' own



perception of pain. Therefore, the major purposes of this study are to (1) examine nurses' knowledge of cancer pain management, pain beliefs, and the criteria
used in clinical pain assessment; (2) examine the cancer patients' current pain status, pain beliefs, and satisfaction about pain management; (3) compare the
differences of pain intensity reported by patients and pain intensity assessed by their nurses (discrepancy); (4) examine the relationships among the discrepancy
of pain intensity, nurses' pain knowledge, nurses' pain beliefs, and nurses' career characteristics; and (5) develop the 'criteria of clinical pain assessment
checklist (CCPAC)'. A cross-sectional correlation design will be used in the study. The instruments will include (1) Pain Assessment Form, (2) Pain Beliefs
Scale; (3) Patients' Pain Satisfaction Form, (4) Nurses' Knowledge and Attitudes of Pain Survey, and (5) Criteria of Clinical Pain Assessment Checklist
(CCPAC). Data were collected from two oncology inpatients wards in two teaching hospitals in Taipei. There were 50 patient-nurse dyad were collected about
their perception of patient's pain intensity. The major results showed the discrepancy of pain level is 1.5 (measured by 0-10 pain intensity numeric scale). The
discrepancy was predicted by the length of nurses' working experience. The study also showed that oncology nurses did not have sufficient pain management
knowledge, and patients also had a very negative beliefs regarding cancer pain and use of opioid analgesics. Finally, the content validity and internal reliability
of the Criteria of Clinical Pain Assessment Checklist (CCPAC) was satisfied. The study results strongly suggested that nurses need more cancer pain
management training. Especially, more clinical case discussion should be included into the pain management training to strengthen novice nurses' experience

and ability in pain management.



