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This project was a sub-project of a two-year group project, i.e. the "Exploring Factors Influencing Women's Health and Proposing Strategies for Sustainable
Development" project. The main purposes of the first year project are to abstract the preempt issues of the commitment about the indigenous women's health
that had been made in all the convention and World Summits held by the UN, World Health Organization and other international organizations; and to analyze

the related research and health policies among indigenous women in Taiwan. The main purposes of the second year project are to assess the women's health



problems and develop cultural sensitive strategies for indigenous peoples from a gender mainstreaming perspective. Research methods include reviewing
literature, conducting questionnaire survey, and visiting international organizations. In 1990, the United Nations (UN) proclaimed 1993 the International Year
of the World's Indigenous People and the theme for the year was "Indigenous people---a new partnership". In 1995, the UN proclaimed the International Decade
of the World's Indigenous People (1995-2004). In addition to the project of "Women's Decade" (1976-1985) that was held by the UN, a three-pronged strategy
was adopted by the UNESCO. It included: mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policy-planning, programming, implementation and evaluation
activities; promoting the participation of women at all levels and fields of activities; and developing specific programs and activities for the benefit of girls and
women. It is noted that the indigenous women's health policies are well developed in several countries, such as Australia and New Zealand. The indigenous
people comprise approximately 2% of the total population in Taiwan. Indigenous health related issues have become one of the most important national health
policies in recent years due to the transition of society and the modification of the Constitution in order to respect and ensure aboriginal status that is based on
multiple cultural perspectives. However, it did not include the gender mainstreaming perspective in policy development process. Furthermore, results of the
questionnaire survey revealed that indigenous women's health needs are vary according to geographic areas. Their health behaviors are also influenced by the
customs and cultural beliefs among different ethnic groups/tribes, especially salient in reproductive health issues. The results of this study would be beneficial

in assessing sustainable development of health policies among indigenous peoples.



