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Abstract

Injecting drug users (IDUs) are thought
to be one of the high risk population for HIV
infection. The main purposes of this study
are to investigate knowledge and attitude
regarding HIV/AIDS prevention among

IDUs, and to assess high risk behavioral
patterns for HIV/AIDS.

A total of 267 IDUs are recruited from
probation institutions in this cross-sectional,
descriptive study by using a self-administered
questionnaire. The questionnaire includes
measurements for HIV-related knowledge,
attitude and behavior. Results of this study
indicate the average correct rate for HIV
related knowledge is 60.2%. Over 50% of the
subjects indicate that they ever drinking
before sexual intercourse. About 7.1% of the
subjects use drugs to facilitate sexual
behavior, while only 1.1% of the subjects
engaging in orgiastic behavior. Nearly one
quarter of the subjects report ever sharing
needles with other people.

The results of this study would be
instrumental in  designing  education
intervention and control strategies for
HIV/AIDS and other communicable diseases
among IDUs.
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