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Gender Difference of Disaster Perception---An Example of Emerging Infectious Disease
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In1989,theUnitedNations (UN)proclaimedthe International Decadefor Natural DisasterReduction (1990-1999).The Decadeis aims todecreasetheloss
oflife,property damageandsocial andeconomicupheaval caused bynatural disasters. In1995,theUN proclaimedthe BeijingDeclarationandPlatform
forAction,whichsuggests using mainstreaminga gender perspectiveintoall policyformulating,programming,implementing andevaluatingprocess to reducethe

genderinequality. It is noted that theimportanceof genderandhealthindisasteris valuedandtakenseriously,andthat theWorldHealth Organizationestablished

someprinciples for genderevaluationindisasterin2002. Sustainabledevelopment is built onthefoundationofenvironmental protection,economic development




andthejusticeofsociety.Healthis thebasichumanright,andthecoreof sustainability. Thus,investigationintothegenderissues relatedtodisasterpreventionand
responseinTaiwan is necessary. Themainpurposes ofthis studyareto explorethe genderdifferencerelated tothe perceptionofdisasterpreventionandresponse
focusingondisaster/epidemicpreventionand emerginginfectious diseases.The results ofthis studyareexpectedtodevelopthedomestic strategies andstandards
fordisasterpreventionandriskcommunicationfrom agender perspective. Researchmethods fortheproject includereviewingliterature, conducting
secondaryanalyses andin-depthinterviews. Literaturereviewingis mainlytoexplorethe genderdifferenceinresearches andstrategies
concerningdisasterpreventionandepidemic diseases.Secondarydata analysis is toanalyzefouroftheseries ofnationwidesurvey database
concerningperceptionofdisasters andriskcommunicationauthorizedby Department of Health,ExecutiveYuan. Thein-depthinterviewees aretotal of12expectedly,
includingthefacultyofhealthandfirecontrol institutions andaboriginal andnon-aboriginal communityworkers.The expectedresults ofthis studywouldbebeneficial

inassessing sustainabledevelopment ofdisasterpreventionandresponse.



