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The major purpose of this study was to examine the gender differences of illicit drug abuse. Research methods included analyzing illicit drug using statistics
reports from government agencies, conducting secondary research data analyses, and conducting in-depth interviews. Secondary research dataset involved
data collection through stratified sampling of 13,428 male inmates (response rate 91.6%), and census survey of 2,486 female inmates (response rate 82.5 %)
and 1,363 juveniles inmates (response rate 90.6%). Results of this study revealed significant gender differences among juvenile inmates as well as adult
inmates, in terms of demographic characteristics, illicit drug use experiences, and main drug using method. Statistical analyses from the criminal justice
system has shown the cumulative number of the drug related first offenders was 245,736 during the time period between 1987 to 2006. The number of female
drug related first offenders was 42,115, which occupied 17% of total drug related first offenders. The female to male ratio of them was between one-third and
one-fifth. The most common first time used drugs among female juvenile inmates were ketamine and amphetamine. It is similar to that of male juvenile
inmates. However, there are significant gender differences on some variables, e.g., quitting drug experiences and reasons for drug uses. Roughly 41.8% of
female juvenile inmates reported ever tried to quit drug, which was higher than that of male juvenile inmates (28.3%). As for adult female inmates, the average
first drug-using age among female inmates was 25.3+6.6, compared to 26.5+7.4 among males. It is noted that 81.0% of their main drug use method was
“injection”. In addition, the most common used drug were heroin and amphetamine according to their self-report. Based on the life-cycle time period, we
divided the female intimates into childbearing age women (less than 50), menopausal women (age 51 to 64), and elderly women (age 65 and above). We
found that the average age of initiation drug use in each group was 22.0+6.8, 40.3+7.1, and 25.5+9.6 year-old respectively. The proportion of ever pregnant
female inmates who used drug during pregnancy was 56%, 50%, and 64%, respectively. Results of qualitative interview revealed that the reason female drug
users start using drugs were related to peer pressure and their dysfunction family. Physical pain and psychological factors were important factors related to
female drug users’ willingness to quit drug, as well as failures of quitting drug addiction. In addition to physical and psychological factors, the living
environment of female drug users also played an important role after leaving prison. Hence, the question on how to provide them with counseling
opportunities and offer them positive support will be a critical issue. Furthermore, the government should pay more attention on tracking of female drug users
and their infants after they left the correctional institutions. On the issue of drug abuse, not only should we pay attention to gender difference on their criminal
experiences and their biological reaction to drug including the process of quitting drug, adaptation to social environment and mental adaptation, but also on the
female drug users’ pregnancy experiences, using and quitting drug during pregnancy. These issues mentioned above required more advanced help from health

professionals and government.



