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Abstract

Although many prior studies have focused on the product placement in the
mainstream news media, nearly all of the studies focused on newspaper reporters,
not television reporters. Therefore, this study used the "Hierarchy of Influences
model" as the study framework and in-depth qualitative interviews to explore
the television reporters’ perspectives on product placement in medical news. In
addition, this study explored the key factors affecting product placement in medical
news.

This study conducted a purposeful sampling and used a qualitative method to
interview fifteen reporters from January to May 2010. The study used a qualitative
descriptive method to analyze the data. The results showed that a product placement
in medical television news could be seriously influenced by advertisers. Many other
factors can also influenced the results of product placement in medical news including
the ideology of the reporter, the norm of the society, the standpoint of the organization,
and the interventions of the sale department and the head of the television department.

The magjority of the television reportersin our interviews were against the
commercia forcesin the mediafor the fairness of news reporting and reporters
autonomy. However, most reporters need to struggle between keeping the ideol ogy of
“good journalism” and submitting themselves to realities. When they took a product
placement project, they tried to only briefly introduce the product in their news.
Reporters a so refused the demands from advertisers when they requested more logo
exposure by using regulations of NCC as an excuse. In addition, reporters may
regquest a professional endorsement, such as medical doctors statements, to share the

responsibility of the product placement in medical news. Finally, reporters thought the



bottom line is on the judgment of the audiences.

Keywords : Product Placement in News, Product Placement Marketing, M edical

News, Television Reporter, Hierarchy of Influences M odel
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