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The purpose of this research project isto explore the effect of “medical
humanistic education”. In the first year of this project, two jobs are expected to
achieve. Thefirst isto take in-depth interviews with those in charge of design
and arrangement of medical humanistic courses at each medical school in
Taiwan in order to find out a generally agreed definition of “medical
humanities”’. The second oneis to collect the information of medical humanistic
courses of each medical school through internet or making an inquiry to the
schools directly. The aim of this year isto gain athorough understanding of the
current medical humanistic education in Taiwan.



Talking about the definition of “medical humanities”, the opinions of
interviewees can be divided into three types. The first type of opinion defines
“medical humanities” to be an attitude to respect and care about human and life,
which is actually arequirement for al medical students and doctors. The second
type of opinion aims to bring the knowledge not only associated with human and
society but also demanded by medical care to the field of medical profession in
order to solve some problems which are not concerned with medical techniques
but will encountered by doctors frequently, such as miscommunications between
physicians and patients. The third opinion refers “medical humanities” to the
development of medical students and doctors’ personal interestsin art. Some
scholars further consider that training of “educated person”, namely liberal
education, should also be emphasized as the foundation of “medical humanistic
education”. Asfor the subjects of “medical humanistic courses”, they can be
divided into two parts. Thefirst part is the subjects in liberal education, such as
literature, history, philosophy, fine arts, and so on, which are meant to enlarge
the visions of medical students. The second part is the subjects related to
medical care, such as medical ethics, communications between physicians and
patients, law, insurance, medical policies, psychology, and so forth, which
believed will help medical students smoothly enter and handle their profession.

Concerning the collection of course materias, the medical humanistic
courses offered for the session of 2002-2003 of each medical school can be
divided into two kinds. humanities courses spectacularly designed for medical
students and liberal education courses.

Key words: medical humanistic course, course evaluation, medical education
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