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“Water test” of a person accused of being bewitched. If
she floated, she was evidently a weightless witch; if she

sank, she was innocent. Many drowned in such
@A FLES.

innocence.

‘What evil spirit have you familiarity with?
None.
Have you made no contract with the devil?
No.
Why do you hurt these children?
1 do not hurt them. I scorn it.
‘Who do you imploy then to do it?
1 imploy no body.
‘What creature do you imploy then?
No creature. I am falsely accused.

Dialogue based on the examination of Sarah Good by
Judges Hathorne and Corwin,
from The Salem Witchcraft ®apers, Book 11, p.355
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Chandra et al., 1998

Table 2. Procedures and Adverse Eveats
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A Woman Describes Her Life in 1840

My life is much like all the other women | know.

I rise at 4:00 a.m. to prepare breakfast for my husband and
children.

Because the children work in the same foundry as | do,

we must take care to leave the house by 5:00 a.m. so we can
begin work promptly at 6:00 a.m.

If we are late, the foreman deducts half a day's pay.

We work until 9:00 p.m. with three short breaks during the day.
When we return home at 10:00 p.m. | am just able to make
supper and get the children to bed by 11:00 p.m.
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Hotel-Dieu, 1500
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Story is Always Complex
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Social conditions as
fundamental causes of disease

SES and social support
---embody access to important resources

Link & Phelan, 1995
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