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Manpower Forecasting for Chinese Medical Doctors in Taiwan

Nai-Wen Kuo, PhD, MPH > Chao-Hsiung Tang, PhD
Taipei Med ical College, Taipei, TAIWAN
ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is of fourfold: First, to measure the major
factors influencing utilization of Chinese practitioners visits and to forecast the
future demand for Chinese practitioner visits in 2006 and in 2010; Second, to
estimate a production function of Chinese practitioner visits.

Third, to predict the impacts of the acknowledgment of the diploma certified
by Chinese medical schools in Mainland China on the supply of Chinese
medical services in Taiwan; fourth, to forecast the demand and supply of
Chinese practitioners based upon the aforementioned findings.

The data for the research on demand of Chinese medical services comes
from the Satisfaction Survey of the National Health Insurance in 1996,
administered by the NHI Task Force of the Department of Health. Results
predict that total Chinese doctor visits is 37,135,099 in 2006 and 40,335,690 in
2010.

A survey is conducted to collect the data for estimating Chinese
practitioners’ production function. The estimated productivity of a Chinese
practitioner is 250.65 visits per week in 2006 and 258.69 visits per week in
2010.

In the case that diploma certified by Chinese medical schools in Mainland
China is not acknowledged by the Ministry of Education in Taiwan, the number
of Chinese practitioners in Taiwan would be 4,004 in 2006 and 4,606 in 2010.
In another case when the diploma of Taiwanese students received from
Mainland China are acknowledged by the authorities concerned in Taiwan, there
would be 4,524 Chinese practitioners in 2006 and 5,486 in 2010. Our results
suggest that surplus of Chinese practitioners supply exists in either case.

The implications of the findings in this research are: First, setting limits to
the expansion of Chinese medical doctors is warranted. Policies aimed at
increasing the Chinese medical students should be postponed; second, the
acknowledgment of diploma certified in Mainland China should be re-evaluated;
and finally, Chinese doctors in active practice should receive continuing
education to ensure quality of care.

Keywords: Chinese medical practitioners; productivity; forecast of health
manpower ; demand for Chinese health care services
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