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Abstract

The purpose of this study isto survey how physicians evaluate the TB policy changein July,
2001 in Taiwan. One thousand four hundred and seventy-two structured questionnaires were
mailed to physician members of Taiwan Society of Tuberculosis, Taiwan Society of Pulmonary
and Critical Care, and the Infectious Diseases Society of the Republic of China. One hundred
and seventy one questionnaires were received, and 139 of them were valid for analysis. Results
showed that physicians expressed mixed and even equally divided opinions regarding the
problems of the old system. Physicians who used to affiliated with the previous TB centers or
were with experience with both systems tended to disagree that those problems were issues. The
majority of the physicians agreed that the new system conformsto the world trend in TB control
as well asincreases the accessibility of TB care. However, the quality of primary careisa
concern. Regarding TB control performances during the two policy periods, more physicians
expressed that progresses have been made in the new policy era. However, quite afew
physicians, especially those pulmonary physicians, were not satisfied with some performance
measures in both time periods. More than 50% of the physicians are still worried about the TB
control policy. In conclusion, the performance of TB control in Taiwan has improved in some
areas. However, more needs to be done to more effectively control this old disease.
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