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Ethical and Legal Issues in Practice of Advance Directives and Living Will in End of Life Care
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In Taiwan, the legislation for palliative care provides options for palliative care at the end stage of life. However, the phenomenons of




advance directives or living will in Taiwan are less understood. In order to understand the understanding and acceptance of advance
directive or living wills, the purposes of this study are: (1) to explore the phenomenon of advance directives (including living will and
durable power of attorney); (2) to explore the possible of issues in laws and ethics related to living will or durable power of attorney;
and (3) to establish protocol of living will or durable power of attorney in implantation and communication skill between health care
provider and patients. This study will employ a past 5-year of chat review and prospective design to achieve the study aims. The 500
of convenience samples include patients with last stage of life, family members, and nurses will be recruited from the northern,
middle, and southern Taiwan. t -test, x2, pearson correlation, and descriptive statistics will be utilized. Based on the data of analysis,
focus group interview is adopted to identify the importance and feasibleness of advance directives and communication skill protocol.
Finally, a qualitative study will be summarized. The results of study can be applied as reference for effective guideline, policy, and
clinical intervention of advance directives and living will.



