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EXEE

Objective: This study aims to verify times trends of suicide and
to explore medical behaviors before committing suicide in Taiwan
for the period from 1997 to 2003.

Method: Individuals who committed suicide were identified from
the Cause of Death data in Taiwan from 1997 to 2003. Time-series
analysis was applied to examine time trends and seasonality of
suicide. Through record linkage to the National Health Insurance
Research Database, the health service utilizations among sampled
subjects within one year before their deaths were analyzed.
Results: There was an increasing suicide rate, particularly for
males and persons aged below 65 years. Seasonality with a spring
peak was evident and charcoal-burning suicide emerged during the
study period. Among individuals who committed suicide, 82.5% had
received outpatient care and 11.4% had been hospitalized within
one year of their suicide.

Conclusions: A majority of individuals who committed suicide had
received outpatient care within one year, and even within one
month of their suicide. They sought help mainly from health care
other than mental healfh professionals. The findings may shed
light on effective strategies for suicide prevention.

Key Word: suicide, trend, medical behavior, service utilization,

secondary data analysis
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2—: BABRATCHREAHRETEADZEARESHBIL -
1997-2003 (n=18, 083)

F B B ARAS FEMRBETEAD)
1997 2,161 12.8
1998 2,173 12.7
1999 2,276 13.1
2000 2,463 14.0
2001 2,773 15.6
2002 3, 049 17.0
2003 3, 188 17.6
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£ BABRBRAETCHELBEACERBEEYEAI AN
1997-2003 (n=18, 083)

A0 R B SIR n (%)

g

A 12,230 (67.6)

3 5853 (32.4)
i

15-64 & 13,516 (74.7)

65 H.(4) k 4567 (25.3)
WAk &

KA 4,982 (27.6)

%) 8,830 (48.8)

BEIG RR 18 3,991 (22.1)

K3 280 (1.5)
L ,

H | 9,577 (53.0)

3 8,506 (47.0)
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£Z: BABTEAUZ A ARFRMEY -~ S8 5HRA

1997-2003 (n=18, 083)

M~ E@ow  FHAemE: BREE =& &
S ERETH 1.23 0.21 0. 87 1.82
EMHARAETH 1.63 0. 31 1.12 2.5b
SHEBRAETH 0. 81 0.14 0.48 1.14
15-64 &R B /A TH 1.03 0.20 0.69 1.55
65 R IA L B #/LTH 2.83 0.50 1. 66 4. 31
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3m: BABABRAETEERF AR RIS AR
1997-2003 (n=18, 083)

N n (%)
EH BAERESL 7,850 (43.4)
Bl at(R#~ 8) 4,842 (26.8)
BB TFTES) 1,701 (9.4)
ARBEAERE) 1,566 (8.7)
X R F R, 703 (3.9)
#) % B #] 427 (2.4)
B (k) 861 (4.8)
A, 52 (0.3)
RS 81 (0.5)
B 3% n (%)
APp4E | 11,763 (65.1)
4, B4 5,755 (31.8)

7 565 (3.1)
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A5 BAARATHARAIISHEMR
1997-2003 (n=18, 083)

AR —F A
B A
n (%)

BMAT—EAN
n (%)

CEAE-FPIDRE S 14,919 (82.5)
CERAMTIORE S 4,376 (24.2)
CEBHATIDRE L 14,823 (82.0)

12,820 (70.9)
3,452 (19. 1D

12,023 (66.5)




it BAABRACHERATISHERA - RIS
1997-2003 (n=18, 083)

B4 (n=12,230)  &# (n=5,853)

5% # 51
n (%) a (%)
B AT — 7
@B —HPILHEBE 9,546 (78.1) 5,373 (91.8)

CEMMATIORE S

2,497 (20.4)

1,879 (32.1)

%5 EHARPIDRES 9, 456 (77.3) 5, 367 (91.7)
B &AM —EAA

¢ zpm—mrnnEs 8004 (66.2) 4,726 (80.7)

@ 5 PR 1,743 (14.3) 1709 (29.2)

$ 5 bR emEs  T005 (64.6) 4,118 (70.4)
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FAN: BAARACHE AT PIS0 BR, kA
1997-2003 (n=18, 083)

15-64 % (n=13,516) 65 & X + (n=4, 567)

HE 5
n (%) n (%)
A#AT— %M
SR M—HrBREs 10,503 (77.7) 4,416 (96.7)
¥ ERIHFIS R E L 3,175 (28.5) 1,201 (26.3)

BERBHHIIORE S 10, 487 (77.6) 4,336 (94.9)

BRA—EA N

¥ EAEMT— IS B 8,420 (62.3) 4,400 (96.3)
Y ERBHPIL B L 2,370 (17.5) 1,082 (23.7)
CEBAHIIDRE S 8,319 (61.5) 3,704 (81.1)
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R BABRETH B RITEREN
1997-2003 (n=18, 083)

B AT — F 7Y AMAT— @A AN
EEH 5) .
n (%) n (%)
¥ FALATE RE IS 2,061 (11.4) 217 (1.2)
R S P 796 (4.4) 75 (0.4)
% F IR E I 1,381 (7.6) 142 (0.8)
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1997-2003 (n=18, 083)

A (n=12, 230) 4t (n=5, 853)

1B A5)

a1 (%) o (%)
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¥ E AR 501 (4. 1) 295 (5.0)
% FIEA A R 701 (5.7 680 (11.6)
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1997-2003 (n=18, 083)
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1E B Ft 7
n (%) n (%)
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¥ ERA AR 741 (5.5) 55 (1.2)
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