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Developing a Community-Based Indicators System to Evaluate Response Capacity for Disaster in Taiwan
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According to the experience of medical relief in the recent earthquakes and floods in Taiwan, it is known that a major disaster can
paralyze the local emergency medical system (EMS). Only a well-prepared community-based disaster medical system can cope with
the consequence of disaster, which usually cause large number of casualties and huge amount of destruction. It is our goal to develop
a system of indicators for evaluating the medical response of community during a disaster. This evaluation system of indicators will
serve as a tool to define the content of a medical response, which is expected to be rapid and efficient. Particularly, we hope this
evaluating system will be designed to suit the present need of Taiwan. Our study will review the Community Medical Disaster
Planning and Evaluation Guide, which were edited by the American College of Emergency Physician. By using key informant
interviews, focus group discussion and general survey, opinion of experts, as well as general population inside community, will be
collected to form the questionnaire. Our study population will be based on a number of communities that were heavily involved
during natural disasters, such as typhoon and flood. Study groups will be formed, including general residents, rescue-providers and
administrators inside the communities that worked during the disaster. After the pretest (on 5% of the study group), interviews with
formal questionnaire will be done to all in this study group. After collection of the questionnaires and statistic procedure will be
completed. A group of indicators will be developed and a system for evaluating the medical response of community during a disaster
in Taiwan will be established. This table of indicators will have the ability to evaluate both the generic and disaster-specific character
of a natural disaster. Keywords ? HHHHG disaster community medical response indicator evaluating system



