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The Trend in Medication Use among the Elderly in Taiwan: Factors Affecting the Quantity, Type, Cost of Medication Use
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Objective: To compare the inpatient and outpatient health care and pharmacy expenditure from National Health Insurance program
between dementia and non-dementia elderly from 2001 Jan to 2003 Dec. Design: Retrospective cohort study. Setting: 204 towns ~
villages and areas in Taiwan. Participants: the final 18041 community elderly classified as with long tern care demand from

“ National need assessment for long term care” who finished the second stage questionaire interview during 2001.Jan to 2003 Jan.
Method: The inpatient and outpatient health care and pharmacy expenditure variables from National Health Insurance program and
questionaire items involving health status, demographic characterastics which obtained from the 18041 elderly were linked by
personal identification number. Demetia classification was based on the 18 related ICD-9-CM codes Results: Inpatient health care
related expendituetiure of dementia subjects were significant higher than non-dementia subjects, and about 1.2 to 1.5 folds compared
with non-dementia subjects. Outpatient health care related expendituetiure of dementia subjects were significant higher than
non-dementia subjects, and about 1.5 to 2.3 folds compared with non-dementia subjects. In the dementia subjects, there were several
findings. First, both inpatient and outpatient pharmacy expenditure increased as educational level raised. Second ,outpatient pharmacy
expenditure of cognitive dysfunction elderly were significantly higher than those with normal cognitive function. Third ,inpatient
pharmacy expenditure of male were significantly higher than the female. Forth, inpatient health care expenditure for the Hakka
population was the highest . Key words : Dementia ~ the elderly ~ inpatient pharmacy expenditure - outpatient pharmacy expenditure



