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A Study of Urban-rural Discrepancies in Perception and Attitudes of Dentists toward AIDS, Hepatitis B and Infection Control in
Taiwan Area
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Based on the review of literatures, the economic impact and geographic distribution of dentists' practice are ones of the factors which



affect their perceptions and attitudes toward AIDS, Hepatitis B and infection control procedures. In Taiwan, there has long been a large
discrepancy between urban and rural dentists and dental offices. The purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of urban-rural
discrepancy in Taiwan on the perception and attitudes of dentist toward AIDS, Hepatitis B and infection control. The cluster systemic
sampling method was used to select 2 center-cities, 3 provincial cities and 8 counties as the 'research areas' representing the
administrative districts of Taiwan. The proportional random sampling was used to chose about 1017 dentists from the 'research areas' in
the computer files of the National Dental Association of ROC on Taiwan (NDAT). Self-administration questionnaire survey was filled
out by each selected dentists. The frequency distribution was used to analyze each item of the questionnaire. Chi-square test was used to
analyze the relationship between urban-rural discrepancy (different geographic area, administrative district and city development level).
Demographic characteristics of



