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The Clinical Relationships of Gastric Cancer and the Expression of Catenin and E-cadherin
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In order to understand the role .alpha.-, .beta.- and .gamma.-catenin and E-cadherin in the gastric cancer, we used two gastric cancer
cell lines (SC-M1, NU-GC-3) and twenty-two clinical resected gastric cancer specimens for study. The expression of E-cadherin and
catenins (.alpha.-, .beta.- and .gamma.-) were well demonstrated by Western blot, with some specimens increased and others
decreased than normal gastric mucosa. Further clinicopathological studies disclosed that decreased expression of .gamma.-catenin in
gastric cancer tissue than normal gastric mucosa were those cancers mostly located at midbody of the stomach. In Kaplan-Meier
cumulative survival analysis revealed that, better short term survival was found in those cancers expressing .gamma.-catenin in
consistence with normal gastric mucosa. Since the E-cadherin-catenin complex is a functional unit, the decreased expression

of .gamma.-catenin may affect the function of E-cadherin which in turn may affect the cancer metastasis and the prognosis of gastric



cancer patients. A longer follow up period of these patients is necessary for further studies.



