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Abstract

The JiJi earthquake caused 2,347 deaths and injured 8,722 persons. The
economic loss from this disaster totaled US 11.5 billion, including US $8.4billion
in loss of properties and us 3.1billion in loss of potential revenues.

Tt has been reported that some natural catastrophes increased morbidity rates for
various illnesses, such as cardiovascular disease, hypertension etc. In this study,
we investigated the impact of the 1999 JiJi earthquake on morbidity for vanous
ilinesses of respiratory system, cardiovascular system, gastroenteral system and
metabolic system by analyzing correlations between different time intervals, and
occurrences of above systems’ diseases. We researched on 166,521 O.P.D. visits
from June 21%, 1599 to Dec. 31%, 2001. All data came from 31,268 persons who
suffered from various ilinesses during the period from Sept. 21 1999 to Sept. 30"
1999.

Visits were increased in O.P.D. of all four systems’ diseases at different degrees.
Cases of gastrointestinal diseases were increased the most and followed by
cardiovascular diseases, respiratory diseases and metabolic diseases. The possible
reasons were stress and decreased immunity due to poor circumstances.

Male patients had increased more than female patients in all systems’ diseases.

Aged people had increased than young people.
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Conclusions, visits were all increased in four systems’ diseases. We may
especially see the increase from 6™ month after earthquake. Male and aged people
had poorer outcome in these illnesses after earthquake. We may use these data to

consider the distribution of medical resources after earthquake,

Keywords: Ji Ji earthquake, disaster medicine databank, morbidity rates for

various illnesses
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