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Some Vasculature Variations in the Posterior Sides of

the Arms of the Upper Extremities

Chun-Jei Su

ABSTRACT

In a dissection of 84 upper extremities, some unusual courses between the posterior humeral

circumflex artery and the profunda brachii artery were found in two cadavers. In one instance, a branch

of posterior humeral circumflex artery descended laterally to the radial nerve and terminated as radial

collateral artery. The profunda brachij artery coursed medially to the radial nerve and just terminated

as middle collateral artery. There was a communication ramus between the profunda brachii artery and

the descending branch of the posterior humeral circumflex artery. In another instance, the descending

branch of the posterior humeral circumflex artery replaced the profunda brachii artery and terminated

by dividing into the radial collateral and middle collateral arteries. One small vessel, the profunda

brachii artery, entered into the long head of the triceps brachii muscle. The latter instance was a female

specimen.
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