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Report pn Endemic Survey of Bladder
Cancer in Black Foot Eisease Area

7.Comparative Study of the High
Prevalence and Etiological Factor of

Bladder Cancer in the Black-Foot

Disease Endemic Area of Taiwan

Hax-Sun Cuianc*, Ciiane-Lin Hoxe**, How-Rax Guo**,
Everyn-Fune Leg*** and Tine Yoo Cupn****

ABSTRACT

A stepwise screening program was designed for the epidemiological survey of bladder cancer
in the endemic area of blackfoot disease (BFD). Four g‘roups totally 1701 residents were screened
by a detailed questionnaire, urinalysis and of these 304 cases received a urinary cytology examina-
tion. Final results could be compared of the following categories : a positive rate of cytological
examination, prevalence of diagnosed bladder cancer and the prevalence of bladder cancer found
in the families of sampled residents. In the results of a 4-year-investigation, the high prevalence
of bladder cancer in the BFD endemic area was markedly noted when compared with that of the
control groups. However, some sporadic cases of bladder cancer were noted in the region neigh-
boring the endemic ares. Based on the results that all the residents including BFD patients and
non-BFD residents in the BFD endemic area were equally affected by a high prevalence of bladder
cancer, a common environmental factor or some common factors could exist. However, the high
arsenic content of the endemic well water, which had long been regarded as the major determi-
nant of BFD, could not be supported to have a relationship with the high prevalence of bladder

cancer in our comparative study.
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