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A Survey on Fertility Status of Child-Bearing Married Women
at Hong-Hsiang Area of Nantou County in Taiwan

Mei-Hue Liu, CHING-YING YEH AND CHIN-LIN HONG

ABSTRACT

In order to help the government to adopt proper measures to alleviate the pressure of
the increasing population density of Taiwan, the K.A.P. (Knowledge, Attitude & Practice)
conditions of fertility behavior at Hong-Hsiang area which is a mountainous district in Nantou
County were surve);ed in Aug. 1980 upon 89 child-bearing married women at the age of 15
to 49 years.

From the analysis of contraceptive methods they Rnew, 83% of the wives had heard of
the methods before and most of them had heard from Health Station, among this 83% women
68% of them had used some contraceptive methods before. ‘‘Loop” was the most popular
method they chose.

It was found that the marriage age of mean was 18.9 years old made a significant correla-
tion with the calender years of marriage (r=0.252, t=2.40, df=85, p<0. 05). The expected children
number which was 2.8 made positive and negative significant correlations with age (r=0.491,
t=4.65, df=68, p<0.05) and the calender year of marriage (r=-0.508, t=4.86, df=68, p<0.05).

In no more child expected group, observed children number that the observed boy number
almost equaled to the expected number and the observed girl number was obviously higher
than the expected, was also correlated with both age (r=0.529, t=4.18, df=45, p<0.05) and
calender year of marriage (r=-0.576, t=4.65, df=45 p<0. 05). This means that they were satisfied
with the boy number they had, so no more child was expected.

On the contrary, in more child expected group, the observed girl number was more than
the boy number, and since more boys than girls were expected by most of the women, hence
more children especially the boys, were expected.

It was also found that birth intervals from marriage to the first child born and from the
first child to the second child were 1.9 and 2.3 years, respectively.

Generally speaking, from the figure shown, the fertility behavior of Hong-Hsiang area
seriously violated the “3. 3. 2. 1.” system recommended by the government, therefore more

attention will be paid to this area.

Department of Public Health, Taipei Medical College
Received for Publication: March 1982

132




