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Study of Upper Digestive Endoscopic Examination

SHENG-SHUAN CHEN, SHIANN PAN, TsunGg-HuaN Kuo

ABSTRACT

Since the introduction of fiberoptic gastroscope by Hirschowitz et al. in 1958, endoscopy
of gastrointestinal tract has become an important method for evaluation of gastrointestinal
diseases. ‘

During the past three years, from May 1978 to June 1981, there were 101 8 cases received
1132 upper G-I endoscopic examinations in Taipei Medical College Hospital. 462 cases were
received 488 examinations with Olympus | FB-3 side-viewing duodeno-fiberscope and 556 cases
were received 644 examinations with Olympus GIF P-2 pan-endoscope. Male was 681 cases,
and female 337 cases. The youngest patient was a 8-year-old girl and the oldest patient was a
84-year-old woman.

The provalence of peptic ulcer in our series was 50%, which including duodenal ulcer
37.92%, gastric ulcer 9.33%, and gastroduodenal ulcer 1.96%. 54.92% of duodena ulcer occurred
between the age of 21-40 and 61.05% gastric ulcer between the age of 40-60. So the most com-
mon kind of peptic ulcer in Taiwan may be duodenal ulcer, especially in young age group. And
the peak incidence of gastric ulcer is approximately 10-20 years older than that of duodenal
ulcer. The results in our series were the same as the previous reports in Taiwan in age distribution,
sex prominent and clinical appearance.

The occurrence of gastritis in our series was 24.85%. Chronic superficial gastritis was more
common in young age group, but the chronic atrophic or verrucous gastritis was most found
in middle to old age group which was similar to the peak incidence of gastric carcinoma.

There were 208 cases, 20.43%, to be found as “peptic ulcer syndrome’’—has peptic ulcer-
like symptoms, but no organic lesion was found by endoscopic examination. We found that
peptic ulcer syndrome was similar to duodenal ulcer in clinical symptoms, age distribution
and clinical course. Whether the peptic ulcer syndrome will become duodenal ulcer or not is

need more further researches.

Department of Internal Medicine, Taipei Medical College Hospital, R.O.C.
Received for Publication: August 1981
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