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Abstract

This paper attempts to answer the following questions: Why are Jack the Ripper and
his serial killing in East End London holding so much fascination? why does the body
of East End prostitutes become the target for public execution and moral disciplining?
Why does the Ripper have to be a doctor? And, why does the Ripper, as a doctor,
closely associate with the maintenance of the empire and the sustenance of the
institutional rationality in modernity? By discussing From Hell, a film based on the
royal conspiracy theory, this paper argues that fascination with the Ripper derives
not so much from the facts of the murders, but the combination of elements of
morality, discipline and medical imagination. This paper argues that representations
of the Ripper as a doctor-killer are most vital for turning the Ripper into an
executioner of public punishment and moral disciplining. With a comparative study
of the medical history of human anatomy, the power relation embodied in the
anatomical theater and the intertexuality between medical science and paintings of
anatomy scene, this paper explores the function of medicine to enforce moral
disciplining and to establish a knowledge system. On the mutilated bodies of

prostitutes, discipline is activated, morality rehabilitated, and knowledge system



established. This paper also argues that the Ripper fascination is a result of
anachronistic manipulation of medical knowledge as the ultimate form of
institutional rationality. The Ripper, once presented as a doctor, is an embodiment of
highly exclusively and elite medical knowledge. As a result, the Ripper is presented
now as a defender for discipline and modernity. Such a representation of the Ripper
indicates an inlaid paradox of the dialectics of enlightenment: hands of the doctors

that used to save lives are now executing moral punishment by taking lives.



