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Behavioral Responses of Women with Ovarian Cancer
Receiving Surgical Treatment and Chemotherapy
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Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative study was to explore the behavioral responses of four patients with a
diagnosis of ovarian cancer, after they received a debulking surgery and during the course of receiving the 3
session of chemotherapy. Adopting “observer-as participant” approach, clinical field method was used to
collect data for this study. Data were collected while the nurse-researcher was participating the action and
interaction with the patients in every nursing care session and in a narrative form, that was in the form of
“process-recordings”. By using content analysis method, verbal responses of the patients then, systematically
interpreted and categorized according to operational definition of the behavioral themes and units. As a result,
a total of 2671 behavioral unis were inductively generated.

The major findings of this study included three behavioral themes. The most commonly used behavior
by these patients was cognitive behavior which accunted for 62.8 percent of total behavioral units, following
by affective behavior with 19.5 percent while intervening behaviors were the least used behaviors which
accounted for 17.7 percent. Cognitive behaviors included, orienting (expressed in affirmation, inquiry,
speculation and expectation), evaluating and comparing. Affective behaviors included negative emotion such
as anxiety, sadness and self-reproach, and positive emotion such as satisfaction and gratification. Intervening
behaviors included self-help, help-seeking, avoidance behaviors, regulatory and maintenance behaviors, and
compliance behaviors. Patients’ treatment experiences were also classified into three parts, namely, body
experience(48.8%), medical experience(33.5%), and social experience(17.7%). Under body experience, body
sensation was the most frequently mentioned experience, following by body function and body structure.
Under medical experience, the characteristics of the disease were the most often referred. Social experience
involved four areas including self, family role and relationship, social interaction and job responsibility.

It was also found that behavioral responses changed as the patients were being experienced in the
different period of treatment course. Both cognitive and intervening behaviors were tended to related to body
experience while affective behaviors tended to related to medical experience.

Key Words : treatment experience, behavioral responses

Correspondence : Fang-Yu Su

Supervisor of Nursing

Taipei Municipal Wang-Fang Hospital Afflicted Taipei Medical College

No.111, Sin-Long Road, Section 3, Taipei Taiwan. ~ TEL : (02)29307930-8603




	2_1-8-1.pdf
	2_1-8-2.pdf
	2_1-8-3.pdf

