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Abstract I

This quality improvement project aims to help nurses to provide safe, competent, and effective care
in changing ventilator circuits. Three methods, which include six screening indicators, education
programs, and developing a standard written procedure, were used. Compared with previous practice that
is, a word-of-mouth standard, nurses improve their assessment of patients’ condition before undergoing
procedures, preparation of ventilator circuits, changing the circuits, and evaluation of patients’ condition
after the procedures. However, because there are limits to the duration and frequency of evaluations, it can
not be clearly ensured that the process standard is met by all of nurses in a medical intensive care unit.
Quality assurance team members and nursing administrators should arrange ongoing education, further
practice, and continuous evaluation. It is anticipated that such efforts will achieve each of the goals of this
project.
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