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the concordance for schizophrenia in identical twins is
only about 28% instead of 100%."

In summary, even though state-of-the-art research
is now widely available, recent highly visible work
continues to portray a distorted view of the role of ge-
netics in human behavior and development with errone-
ous implications for public policy. Distinguished schol-
ars from developmental and comparative psychology,
molecular biology, psychiatry, economics, ethics, and
so on have used their research to advocate an inclusive
yet highly dynamic view of the interplay between na-
ture (genetics) and nurture (environment). Conven-
tional questions of how much variance is attributable to
genetics or to the environment, or the prevalence of one
versus the other, are seen as inadequate or irrelevant to
these illustrious researchers. Their concerns represent a
timely contribution to a highly visible and controversial
research field with very important policy implica
tions."?

Today, we face a significant opportunity to impact
the life chances of future generations and to build on
what is currently already known to us. Crucial to the re-
search work must be the goal of effecting how this in-
formation can be used to promote health, hope, and in-
dependence and to prevent unhealthy outcomes for our
children. For sure, we are willing to offer a bright future
to our offspring in which fatal diseases will be just like
controllable infections. Answers to how we use what
we currently know to promote health will likely be dis-
similar for every discipline, however, the questions
must be correctly asked, and then acted upon with good
judgment, principles, and collaboration.

REFERENCES

1. McGuffin P, Riley B, Plomin R. Toward behavioral
genomics. Science 2001;291(5507):1232-49.

2. Reiss D, Neiderhiser J. The interplay of genetic influ-
ences and social processes in developmental theory:
specific mechanisms are coming into view. Develop.
Psychopathol. 2000;12:357-74.

3. Maccoby E. The two sexes: growing up apart, coming
together. Harvard Univ. Press: Cambridge, MA. 1998.

4. O’Connor TG, Plomin R, DeFries JC, Caspi A. Are as-
sociations between parental divorce and children’s ad-
justment genetically mediated? An adoption study. De-

velop. Psychol. 2000;36:429-37.

5. Reiss D. Selected responses to the “Genetic Influences
on Human Behavior and Development Conference”
held at Brown Univ., at an online newsletter of the
Center for the Study of Human Development at Brown
Univ. Lifelines (Summer) 2001;5. Available at http://
www.brown.edu/Departments/Human Development_
Center/pubs.shtml.

6. Lerner RM. Concepts and theories of human develop-
ment, 3rd ed.; Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah,
NIJ. 2002.

7. Tsuang MT, Faraone SV. The genetics of mood disor-
ders. Johns Hopkins Univ. Press: Baltimore, MD. 1990.

8. Guo G, Wang J. The mixed or multilevel model for be-
havior genetic analysis. Social Forces 2002; (in press).

9. Dickens WT, Flynn JR. Heritability estimates versus
large environmental effects: the IQ paradox resolved.
Psychol. Rev. 2001;108:346-69.

10. Dickens WT, Cohen J. Selected responses to-the “Ge-
netic Influences on Human Behavior and Development
Conference” held at Brown Univ., at an online newslet-
ter of the Center for the Study of Human Development
at Brown Univ. Lifelines (Summer) 2001;5. Available
at http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Human_Devel-
opment_Center/pubs.shtml.

11. Bearer E. Selected responses to the “Genetic Influences
on Human Behavior and Development Conference”
held at Brown Univ., at an online newsletter of the
Center for the Study of Human Development at Brown
Univ. Lifelines (Summer) 2001;5. Available at
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Human_Develop
ment_Center/pubs.shtml.

12. Gottlieb G. Selected responses to the “Genetic Influ-
ences on Human Behavior and Development Confer-
ence” held at Brown Univ., at an online newsletter of the
Center for the Study of Human Development at Brown
Univ. Lifelines (Summer) 2001;5. Available at
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Human_Develop-
ment_Center/pubs.shtml.

13. Coll CG. Selected responses to the “Genetic Influences
on Human Behavior and Development Conference”
held at Brown Univ., at an online newsletter of the Cen-
ter for the Study of Human Development at Brown
Univ. Lifelines (Summer) 2001;5. Available at
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Human_Develop-
ment_Center/pubs.shtml.

143



