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Discussing M ental Health Problems of
and Policy Toward Community Elderly in Taiwan:
From the Vision of WHO Mental Health Report

Chia-Jung Hsieh * Shwu-Jiuan Liu™ ¢ Chueh Chang™

ABSTRACT: The ageing of populationsis aworld wide phenomenon. It is very important that the policy issues of mental
health problems among community elderly in Taiwan be addressed. The paper is based on the WHO 2001
Mental Health Report, which shows that governments need to set policies within the context of general health
systems and financing arrangements that will protect and improve the mental health of the population. It

requires priorities to be set among mental health needs, services, treatments, and prevention and promotion
strategies, and choices to be made about their funding. Mental health services and strategies must be well coor-
dinated among themselves and with other services. Mental health outcomes must be monitored and analyzed
so that decisions can be continually adjusted to meet existing challenges. The WHO Mental Health Report is
a blueprinted plan that will provides references for our country's mental health policies for the community

elderly.
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